A NOTE ON PUBLISHING
“Publishing is a business”, as a colleague said. Nevertheless, all we know how much opaque is the “refereeing world”. I do not write these few lines in order discuss in depth this problem: I will simply concentrate only on one point, the unpredictable time of answering of some journal. 

In particular I want to maintain a promise that I did: i.e., making public the very long time for an answer from Economica. And perhaps the word “answer” cannot be considered correct in this case!
I (and a co-author) submitted a paper to that journal in May 2009. It is, if this is relevant, a serious piece of research, and the wp version (in REPEC) was downloaded several times and it was cited in some papers. After two years we did not receive any referee report from Economica; we solicited a few times the managing editor but we got only vague answers, like “that is a long delay. There was a change in the editorial office”, or “we are certainly prioritizing the review of your paper”, etc.. Similar results from the scientific editors.
Well, two years without any idea of a comment is a long delay indeed. I believe that they should revise their editorial process. Otherwise it is not serious.

Finally: we updated our paper and we sent it to another journal. It was 10 months ago. We still wait for “signs of life” (if you exclude the initial receipt). I hope you will not find here more lines on the same subject!
